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Literary Documents.
And here, whatever may be said to the contrary, we have nothing more important, nothing that can more safely be relied -upon than the literary documents which some -of the ancient religions of the world have left us, and which were recognised an authoritative by the -ancients themselves. These materials have become accessible of late years only, and it has been my object, with the assistance of some of my friends, to bring out a very large collection of translations of these Sacred Books of the East. That collection amounts now to forty-two volumes, and will in future enable every student of Comparative Theology to judge for himself of the true nature of the religious beliefs of the principal nations of antiquity.
Modern Date of Sacred Books.
If people like to call these books modern, let them do so, but let them remember that at all events there is nothing more ancient in any literature. In almost every country it may be said that the history of literature begins with Sacred Books, nay, that the very idea of literature took its origin from these Sacred Books. Literature, at least a written literature, and, most of all, a literature in alphabetic writing is, according to its very nature, a very modern invention. There can be no doubt that the origin of all the ancient religions of the world goes back to a time when writing for literary purposes was as yet entirely unknown, I still hold that book-writing or writing for literary purposes does not appear anywhere in the history of the world much before the